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Application for Entry into Year 7

All external candidates are required to sit 
our 11+ Entrance Examination and a short 
English paper and Maths paper. 

The examination consists of  Verbal Reasoning, 
Quantitative Skills and Non-verbal Reasoning.  
Specimen papers of  the format of  these tests 
are available from reputable stationers and 
bookshops such as WH Smith and Waterstones 
(e.g. Letts or Bond papers).  Please see our 11+ 
sample guidance for further details.

PLEASE NOTE: We do not have any 
example/past papers for the English and 
Maths paper.

The examination will be held on 
Saturday 16 January 2021 (8.45am - 12.30pm).

Usually candidates sit the examination in 
classrooms to make the experience as pleasant 
and enjoyable as possible.  We may have to run 
a virtual examination, depending on COVID 
restrictions. 

Candidates who require specific arrangements, 
such as extra time, should inform the school 
in advance, so that the necessary arrangements 
can be put in place.

To  help you and your daughter feel at ease, 
a few weeks prior to our examination we will 
send all candidates’ parents a guide to help 
them prepare for our entrance examination.

Deadline for submitting Application Forms to our Admissions Office is 
Friday 11 December 2020



The award of  a Scholarship at Shrewsbury High School is a prestigious 
achievement and recognises a girl’s current performance and future potential.  It 
is a clear sign that a girl has obtained a high academic standard or excelled in her 
chosen specialism, be that Art, Drama, Music or Sport.

Scholarships are available in the following areas:

• Academic  
• Art
• Drama
• Music
• Sport

Scholarships are not means-tested and are based entirely on the candidate’s skill, ability and 
excellence in her chosen area.  They are competitive and are awarded on performance in the 
Entrance Exam held on Saturday 16 January 2021 or in the Specialist Scholarship Auditions/
Assessments held during January.

Students who receive scholarships in these subjects are expected to make a full contribution to the 
busy life of  the school and show a full commitment to this subject during their time at the school.
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Art, Drama, Music and Sport Scholarships are usually worth between 5% - 10% of  the 
school fees.  Scholarship awards can also be combined with a bursary 

in cases of  financial need.
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Internal Candidates 
from Year 6

Friday 11 December 2020
Application deadline

Monday 4 January 2021
Bursary application closing date

Saturday 16 January 2021
Entrance Examination

Monday 18  January 2021 
Art Assessment
(Art portfolio required)

Thursday 21 January 2021 (am)
Sports Assessment

Thursday 21 January 2021 (pm)
Music Audition
(please bring instrument(s) along with an 
extra photocopy of  the solo part)

Thursday 21  January 2021 (am)
Friday 22 January 2021 (pm)
Drama Audition

If  you would like your daughter to be 
considered for an Art,  Drama, Music or 
Sports Scholarship, you will need to complete 
the relevant Specialist Scholarship Application 
Form and submit it to our Admissions Office  
by Friday 11 December 2020.

Shrewsbury High Prep girls are not required to 
sit the Entrance Exam, but will be  automatically 
considered for an Academic Scholarship if  
they choose to do so.

External Candidates
If  you would like your daughter to be 
considered for an Art, Drama, Music or Sports 
Scholarship, you will need to complete the 
relevant Specialist Scholarship Application 
Form and submit it along with your Application 
Form (with a non-refundable £100 registration 
fee) to our Admissions Office  by Friday 11 
December 2020.

Important 
Dates
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An Academic Scholarship is usually 
worth anything from 5% up to a 
maximum of  15% of  the school fees.  
A Scholarship can be combined with 
a bursary in cases of  financial need 
and where a student meets the criteria 
based on an assessment of  parents’ 
income and assets.  

An Academic Scholarship is awarded 
to girls who perform exceptionally well 
in the Entrance Exam.  All girls who sit 
the Entrance Exam are considered for 
an Academic Scholarship.

Academic Scholarship

Entrance Examination
Saturday 16 January 2021

Art Scholarship

Creativity is at the core of  the Shrewsbury High School philosophy and much 
value has always been attached to freedom of  expression within Art.  Art may be 
taken in its widest sense: painting, drawing, print-making, textiles and ceramics.    

It is anticipated that an Art Scholar will study Art throughout their school life, 
leading to GCSE and Advanced Level.  They will be expected to show that they 
have a creative initiative and can make an active contribution to the artistic life of  
the school.

Selection Process

The candidate’s existing skills and her 
future potential will be taken into account 
as will evidence of  her active interest in 
art demonstrated in the submission of  her 
portfolio.  Candidates must present a portfolio 
of  recent work over the past year.  The 
portfolio should include at least one drawing 
and one painting, the other items may be art 
or craft work. 

Please complete the Art Scholarship 
Application Form.  

A signed statement from a parent or 
teacher should be included confirming 
that the work is the candidate’s own and 
that it has been unaided.

Assessment Process

Candidates will be asked to take part in a timed 
drawing assessment.  This will take the form 
of  a pencil drawing (still life) and is designed 
to show the candidate’s response to a set brief  
followed by a short interview with the Head of  
Art, Mr Millichamp and either Ms Sharrock, 
Headteacher or a member of  our Senior 
Leadership Team.

The portfolio is required by Monday 18 January 
2021.  Candidates are welcome to bring their 
portfolio into school on the morning of  the 
11+ Entrance Examination.

Art Assessment
Monday 18 January
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Drama Scholarship

Drama Scholarships are awarded to applicants who demonstrate a very high 
level of  drama, performance and theatre skills.  We encourage applications from 
promising actors/performers who show a high level of  ability and potential 
within the performing arts field.   Scholarship holders are expected to lead by 
example, and to be committed and active members of  our Drama community at 
Shrewsbury High School.  

Drama is taught to all students, as well as being an option for AQA GCSE and 
Advanced Level examinations.  It is anticipated that a Drama Scholar will study 
Drama throughout their school life, leading to GCSE and Advanced Level.  

In addition, Drama Scholars should be actively involved in school productions as 
an actor and/or in a stage management role as well as making a contribution to 
the annual House Drama competition.

At the highest level, students can be prepared for entry into any  Drama School.

Selection Process

The candidate’s existing skills and her future 
potential will be taken into account as well as 
evidence of  her active interest in performing 
arts as demonstrated in her application form 
and interview.

The selection and audition process is designed 
to allow each girl an equal opportunity whether 
or not she attends a stage school in her own 
time.

Please complete the Drama Scholarship 
Application Form.  

Closing date for applications is Friday 11 
December 2020.

Audition Process

We ask candidates to prepare:

• One monologue from any era of  their                                                                                                                            
 choice (maximum 2 minutes).
• They should be able to answer questions                                                                                                                                        
 about their characters and the plays in                                                                                                                                               
 addition to displaying an understanding                                                                                                                                    
    of  genre and style.
• Candidates should also be prepared to  show  
 a creative approach by showing an ability                                                                                                                                          
   to improvise in role.

All audition pieces must be learned by heart; 
candidates are not expected to perform with 
copies of  the text or lyrics.  The pieces should 
be briefly introduced.  

In addition, a short interview will take place 
with the Head of  Drama, Mrs Tombs and 
either Ms Sharrock, Headteacher or a member 
of  our Senior Leadership Team.

Drama Audition
Thursday 21 January
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We are looking for girls who show excellent musical potential who will be keen 
to enter fully into the musical life of  the school and take a lead by being an 
Ambassador for Music within the school.  

Music Scholars are also expected to make a full contribution to the busy musical 
life of  the school, through participation in choirs, orchestras and ensembles.  

It is anticipated that a Music Scholar will study Music throughout their school life, 
leading to GCSE and Advanced Level.  

Music Scholarship

Selection Process

Existing skills and future potential will be 
taken into account as will evidence of  an 
active interest in Music as demonstrated in her 
application form, references, mark sheets from 
her most recent exam(s) and interview.

The selection and audition process is designed 
to allow each girl an equal opportunity to 
display her musicality and musical potential 
regardless of  amount of  experience so far.

Potential Music Scholars will be working at 
around ABRSM grade 5 or above on their 
main instrument.  Evidence of  progress in a 
2nd/3rd instrument or voice is also welcomed.    
Applicants working at a level ABRSM grade 
3 are not likely to be auditioned, except under 
special circumstances.

Singers are unlikely to be considered for a 
full Music Scholarship without a significant 
supporting instrument.

Audition Requirements

Candidates will be asked to:

• Play two contrasting pieces on their main                                                                                                                                             
   instrument 
• Play one piece on an optional second                                                                                                                                           
   instrument or voice
• Take short sight-reading and aural tests
• To participate in an informal discussion                                                                                                                                       
   of  particular musical interests, experience and                                                                                                                                              
   general knowledge of  music
• There will be a short interview in which                                                                                                                                            
  girls will be given the opportunity to further                                                                                                                                          
    demonstrate their passion for and involvement                                                                                                                                      
   in  Music  with our Director of  Music, Mr  
 Deakin and either Ms Sharrock, Headteacher                                                  
   or a member of  our Senior Leadership Team.

Instrumental players and singers who are 
called to audition should bring the piano 
accompaniments for their pieces with them.  
An accompanist will be provided.  It is also 
helpful to provide a photocopy of  the solo part 
only of  the music they are playing.

Please complete the Music Scholarship 
Application Form.

Closing date for applications is Friday 11 
December 2020.

Music Audition
Thursday 21 January
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We are looking for talented girls with enthusiasm and commitment to sports who 
will make a significant contribution to Shrewsbury High School sports teams.  
Opportunities for training and matches are considerable and the standard of  
Sport at Shrewsbury High School is excellent.  

Sports Scholars will be coached to the highest level and MUST display a full 
commitment to sport at Shrewsbury High School, including representing the 
school in any form of  sporting competition over and above any outside club 
commitments.

Sports Scholarship

Selection Process

The candidate’s existing skills and her future 
potential will be taken into account as will 
evidence of  an active interest in Sport as 
demonstrated in her application form and 
assessment. 

Candidates should offer at least one core sport.

Sports Scholarships are awarded not just on 
current ability, but also potential. 

Please complete the Sports Scholarship 
Application Form and return by Friday 11 
December 2020.

Assessment Process

Candidates should bring with them appropriate 
sportswear and  equipment to complete their 
sports trial assessment. 

They must also bring a mouth guard and shin 
pads

The assessment will include:

• Assessment of  ability in their top sports

• Assessment of  fitness skills

• There will be a short interview in which   
   candidates  will  be  given the opportunity to 
   further demonstrate  their passion for Sport 
   with our Director of  Sport, Mrs Fenner and                                                                                                                                              
   either Ms Sharrock, Headteacher or a   
   member of  our Senior Leadership Team.

Sports Assessment 
Thursday 21 January
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Shrewsbury High School is part of  the Girls’ Day School Trust, a registered 
charity, which aims to give girls the opportunity to fulfil their potential through 
education, regardless of  financial circumstances.  The Girls’ Day School Trust 
(GDST) offers bursaries and scholarships to ensure that its schools continue to 
be accessible to all able students.  Every girl who is bright and keen should be able 
to realise her potential.

Bursaries

What is the difference between a Bursary and a Scholarship?
All bursaries are means tested and their value is related to the income and financial resources of  the 
pupil’s family.  The maximum value of  a bursary can be the full published fees.

Most higher-value bursaries are awarded to pupils from families with a total income of  less than 
£37,500 per year who have no capital assets other than their home.

It is highly unlikely that a bursary would be awarded to a family whose annual income is greater 
than £87,500, other than in very exceptional circumstances.  For families whose annual income 
is between these levels, a sliding scale determines the amount of  assistance they may be offered.

We aim to assist as many families qualifying  for bursaries as possible; however, given the demand, 
we are not usually able to offer support to all of  those  qualifying.  Please be aware that should you 
choose to accept a full fee paying place you would not be eligible to apply for a bursary in subsequent 
years unless there was a significant and unforeseen change to your financial circumstances from 
the time your daughter first joins the school.

Scholarships are awarded on merit, irrespective of  financial means.  A Scholarship can be combined 
with a bursary where there is financial need.

How does the Bursary and Scholarship scheme work?
Scholarships and bursaries are available at GDST schools on the following basis:
• Most scholarships and bursaries are awarded during the year before entering Year 7 or on 

direct entry into the Sixth Form.  Each school  has a cash-limited budget each year and so                                                                                                                                               
inevitably awards cannot be made to all those who qualify on academic grounds.

• Bursaries are only normally made available to girls whose parents have been resident in                                                                                                                                               
the EU for the two years prior to a bursary  application being made.

• Scholarships and bursaries may be withdrawn at the discretion of  the Headteacher, in  the                                                                                                                                            
event of  unsatisfactory work or conduct. This action will only occur as the culmination of  a 
process of  communication  and guidance between the school and home.

How to apply for a  Bursary and / or Scholarship?
Complete a Registration Form to register your daughter, indicating that you would like to apply 
for financial assistance and/or a Specialist Scholarship.  For further details please go to:  www.gdst.
net/parents/bursaries.  
Parents/Guardians will be invited into school to meet with Ms Sharrock to discuss their bursary 
application.
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Bursary Scheme Frequently Asked Questions.
What is a Bursary?

A bursary is a form of  means-tested assistance whereby the School is able to effectively offer a 
reduction in the amount paid by parents for the tuition of  their child at the School.

When do I apply for a Bursary?

The vast majority of  bursary support is available when a pupil starts in Year 7 at the School – 
therefore, when applying for a place at the Senior School parents are asked to indicate whether 
they wish to apply for financial assistance. The application deadline is indicated on the bursary 
application form. Please note any late applications may jeopardise eligibility.  

If  I apply for a bursary, am I guaranteed to get one?  

No - the application process involves a full assessment of  the financial and other circumstances of  
the family, so merely applying cannot guarantee assistance. Unfortunately, the School has limited 
funds available to fund bursary places and so the available funds are allocated after assessing all 
the applicants.

How much support can I get?  

The amount of  funding available to the School for bursary support is limited, but the scheme 
operates on the basis that, if  circumstances dictate and funds available allow, a discount of  up to 
100% of  the tuition fee can be given. 

If  funds are limited, how do you allocate the funds between applicants?  

Because of  limited funding, the school awards bursary places according to a pupil’s ranking in the 
Entrance Exam and interview. Each successful candidate who has applied for and qualifies for a 
bursary will be offered a bursary place, in rank order of  academic placement, until the available 
funds for bursary support are exhausted. After those funds are exhausted, only fee paying places 
are available. 

What level of  income do I need to be on to qualify for a bursary?  

This is a difficult question to provide a specific answer to, because the totality of  your family’s 
financial and other circumstances are taken into account in the assessment of  a bursary offer. For 
example, the value of  the family home or other assets may be taken into account. Bursaries are 
offered on a sliding scale basis, subject to the assessment of  your financial and other circumstances. 
We use a policy of  awarding bursaries up to a maximum of  the value of  the full tuition fee in the 
year.
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Bursaries 
What information will I have to provide if  I apply for a bursary?  

The application form asks for full details of  your circumstances, and also requires you to support 
these with documentary evidence. This will require you to provide your bank statements and other 
personal information. We assess the circumstances of  the family unit in which the child lives and all 
those who have financial responsibility for paying the fees, so the information required may cover 
a number of  people. We do appreciate that the process involves you sharing a significant amount 
of  personal information with us, but we feel sure that you will support the fact that we must 
ensure that the School’s charitable funds are used in the most appropriate way. All information you 
provide to us will be treated in strict confidence. We will retain copies of  relevant documentation 
for successful applicants for the duration of  their time at school, but original documents will be 
returned to you.

Do I have to apply every year?   

Yes, you are required to undertake an annual review (around Easter time).

If  I have two children at the School, can I get a bursary for both?  

Yes, it is possible, but you should bear in mind that the financial assessment will be the same 
for both children and the parental contribution in respect of  both will be the same; there is no 
additional discount for siblings. You should take this into account in your financial planning, and 
that bursary places are only available for those joining Year 7

What happens if  my circumstances change?  

If  you are member of  the bursary scheme (i.e. you have been supported since Year 7), and your 
circumstances change significantly during the year, you should get in touch with the Finance 
Manager to discuss the situation. If  funds are available, then a temporary increase in a bursary may 
be considered. Should a fee paying parent experience a significant downturn in their finances then 
they can write to the Head who may consider whether bursary funding can be provided. In these 
cases such an award is at the entire discretion of  the Head. 

Can my bursary be withdrawn? 

In normal circumstances, and assuming that the School has funds to continue the scheme, a 
bursary would only be withdrawn if  the annual financial assessment indicated that support was 
no longer appropriate under the terms of  the scheme. However, your attention is drawn to the 
fact that the Parent Contract states, “Every scholarship, bursary or other award or concession is 
a discretionary privilege, subject to high standards of  attendance, diligence and behaviour on the 
Pupil’s part and to the Parents treating the School and its staff  reasonably”. 
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 Will other pupils (or their parents) know if  my child is awarded a bursary? 

As far as the School divulging this information is concerned, absolutely not – that information is 
entirely confidential. No pupil in receipt of  bursary support is treated any differently in the School 
from those who pay the full fees. Governors and members of  the School’s management team 
are aware of  which pupils are financially supported, but this information is then only extended to 
those who need to know (for example members of  the Finance Office who must collect the fees). 
Should you wish to let people know about the School’s bursary scheme and how it has assisted 
you, the School has no objection to that.  

Can my child get a bursary and a scholarship? 

Yes, where a pupil qualifies for a scholarship that would normally be offered first, in order to 
preserve the limited bursary funds available. Whilst a pupil can benefit from both a scholarship 
and a bursary, the total financial assistance offered will not exceed the value of  a full year’s fees.  

How do I get further information? 

Please contact the Admissions Office on 01743 494 038 or email admissions@shr.gdst.net



www.shrewsburyhigh.gdst.net

Independent Day School
Girls aged 3-18  Boys 3-13

01743 494038
admissions@shr.gdst.net
32 Town Walls, Shrewsbury, SY1 1TN

  Follow us on Twitter
  @ShrewsburyHigh

  Follow us on Facebook
  Shrewsbury High School

  Follow us on Instagram
  shrewsburyhigh




