
 

 

 

FAQ 
 

Frequently Asked Questions  

 
What is so special about Shrewsbury High Prep School? 
At Shrewsbury High Prep we place our pupils at the heart of everything we do, and we can truly say 

we know every child.  We support and challenge every child to aim high within the safety of our 

collaborative and close-knit community.  We want every child’s time at school to be an adventure 

and we work closely with parents to build pupils who are confident, kind and curious. 

 

 

What is the GDST? 
The GDST is a family of 23 schools and 2 academies across England and Wales and a leading network 

of independent schools in the country. This gives the GDST a scope that individual schools cannot 

match. As specialists in education, the GDST tailors teaching to the way individuals learn best and 

instils in them the conviction that there's no limit to what they can achieve.  Schools within this 

family of schools share innovation in teaching and learning to ensure that our education is always 

forward thinking.   

 

  

Will my child benefit from being part of the GDST at Shrewsbury High? 

Shrewsbury High has been part of the GDST since 1885 and there are huge advantages to being part 

of this pioneering family of schools for our girls and boys, not least because the GDST is always 

looking for new and innovative ways to enhance learning in our schools.  They work with specialists 

and schools to shape the future of education.  These new ideas and initiatives are then shared with 

Shrewsbury High School teachers meaning our pupils benefit from this pooling of ideas to bring 

innovation right into our classrooms here in Shrewsbury.   

There are equally lots of opportunities for shared learning for our pupils with GDST students from 

across the UK. Regular sports rallies, Junior science extravaganzas at the Royal Institution, Junior 

Maths events at Oxford University or Shakespeare Days at The Globe Theatre are just a few of the 

exciting opportunities available to pupils at Prep.   

 



 

Can you support pupils of all abilities? 

Our core purpose is to build pupils of character and enable them, through their own endeavour, to 

achieve beyond the bounds of expectation.  We aim to bring out the best in each and every pupil, 

regardless of their starting point or background by fostering curiosity, a love of learning, 

independent study skills and an appreciation of what can be achieved through hard work and 

perseverance.   

We have a Learning Enhancement team who provide opportunities for stretch and challenge for 

talented pupils throughout the whole school. Equally, we are committed to supporting any pupil 

across the school with specific learning needs and our SENDCOs work extremely closely with families 

to meet the needs of individual pupils.  As our Prep and Senior teams work so closely, girls moving 

up to Seniors from Prep feel the benefits of this tailored support. 

If we feel that a pupil may have needs that we can’t support, we will always meet with the parents 

to discuss those needs in detail with our learning enhancement team before making a decision. 

 

 

What do you offer that a good state primary doesn’t? 

Shrewsbury is blessed with some very good primary schools. However, even in the best of these 

schools, class sizes and resource constraints often mean that your child’s individual development 

can be lost in large, loud classrooms with over stretched teaching staff.  At Shrewsbury High Prep, 

not only do we guarantee small class sizes with specialist teachers in subjects from music to French, 

but with 14 acres, including our own woodland, our Pre-Prep children all benefit from wonderful 

opportunities for outdoor learning.   

We have the time and the space to help your child’s transition from home to school be as gentle as 

possible, we see the children’s confidence in their own abilities grow; children who are not the most 

confident blossom and shy children find their voices.  We also offer even our youngest pupils the 

best opportunities for innovative teaching and learning, from virtual reality iPads to coding and 

robotics for our 3 & 4 year olds. 

 

 

Do you offer wrap around care for all pupils? 

To meet the needs of busy parents, our Prep School is open from 8am and children are supervised 

until moving to their classrooms at 8.30am.  Lessons for Nursery – Year 2 finish at 3.30pm, with 

lessons for Years 3-8 finishing at 3.45pm. 

After school care is available for all children at the Prep School from Nursery to Year 8 until 6pm.  

Children can choose from doing their homework (Prep) or taking part in a variety of after school 

clubs between 4 and 5pm and our after-school club runs from 5-6pm. 

Children do not need to be booked into after school care and if for example, you are running late, 

they will join the other children and you can pick them up when you get to school.  

 



 

What does the Admissions process entail? 

Admissions into Shrewsbury High Prep is simple and straightforward: 

1. Request a prospectus and/or book a visit/call or online meeting 
email admissions@shr.gdst.net or call 01743 494 038 

2. Register – complete an online registration 

3. Your child will be asked to sit an assessment either as part of a taster day or at our 

designated entrance exam days during the year. 

4. Once you are happy this is the place for your child and you have received an offer letter, 

you will be asked to complete the parent contract ahead of your child’s starting date. 

Children join us throughout the year for a number of different reasons and we can be flexible to 

accommodate your individual circumstances.  

 

 

Does my child have to sit an assessment to join Shrewsbury High Prep? 

If you decide that Shrewsbury High Prep is the school for your child and we feel confident that we 

can meet all their needs, we will ask them to sit an online assessment.  This usually takes place 

during a taster day, requires no advance preparation and is purely so that we can see where their 

strengths and weaknesses lie to ensure they receive the best, tailored teaching we can offer.   

 

 
 

 

Do you offer bursaries, scholarships or sibling discounts into SHPS? 

Bursaries and Scholarships are only available into our Senior School.  We offer a sibling discount of 

20% on the third child and all subsequent children, for their full time in the school. To qualify, a 

family must have 3 or more children attending a GDST School at the same time before a discount 

can be awarded to the third or any subsequent sibling. 

 

 

My child is a summer born baby, can I delay entry into Reception?  

We have summer born children in each year group and we monitor their progress and outcomes 

very carefully throughout their time at the Prep School. We recognise that all children develop at 

different rates and we have summer born children in each year group who are exceeding the 

expectation for that year group. With small class sizes and ample support from the high number of 

adults in lessons, we are able to tailor our approach to ensure the right levels of support and 

challenge for each pupil. 

 

 

mailto:admissions@shr.gdst.net


 
 

 

Do you operate Early Years Funding? 

Children are eligible to receive Early Years Funding for up to 15 hours per week until the term in 

which they turn five years old.  

 

 

What are the benefits of my daughter joining the Prep rather than waiting for Year 7 at Seniors? 

As a pupil at our Prep school, your daughter will soon become very familiar with our Senior school 

site and many of its teachers as well as making firm friends with girls at Prep who will be joining her 

on her Senior School adventure.  With shared teaching and events, the transition for our Prep pupils 

when they move up to Seniors is as seamless as possible.   

Pastorally we spend a lot of time introducing our Year 5 & 6 girls to our Year 7 form tutors and Head 

of Year, we work closely with them to reassure them if they have any concerns and take great care 

that the move up to Senior School is exciting rather than intimidating.   

We also take great care to ensure that academically, your daughter is well prepared for life in Year 7.  

Senior teachers work closely with their Prep colleagues so that by the time she joins the Senior 

school, a tailored plan is in place for each girl.  

As assessments in Year 5 & 6 are not driven by SATS or Entrance Exams our Prep pupils can focus on 

the joy of learning in all subjects rather than working narrowly and under pressure towards one very 

particular set of examinations. 

The GDST recently conducted some research and girls who stay with us all through outperform those 

who join in year 7, 9 and 12.  No great surprise really because we know them – we know how they 

learn, what support they need, and we form a strong bond with parents and work together to get 

the very best.  An all through education gives you the long-term advantage of an enriching 

curriculum, expert teaching and individualised pastoral care.  Because we know them. 

 

 

Do Shrewsbury High Prep girls automatically have a place at the Senior School? 

Yes.  We don’t ask our prep girls to apply and they don’t have to sit our entrance exam unless they 

want to be considered for an academic scholarship.  Our girls are welcome to apply for specialist 

scholarships but again they don’t have to.  We will simply ask you, in the spring term, to confirm 

acceptance of her place 

We don’t ask our prep girls to apply because their place is already assured. We know your 

daughter’s ability and attitude and we feel invested in her progress and we want to see her full 

potential realised in the senior school  

 



 

 

 

What schools do your boys usually move on to? 

Our boys leave us for a variety of different schools in the state and private sector, locally and 

nationally.  Our Senior Boys’ programme prepares boys for their individual schools of choice so while 

we prepare for Common Entrance, we work closely with senior schools to ensure every boy receives 

excellent preparation for their future school of choice.   

 

 

 

 

 

Do you have any more questions? 

Contact our admissions staff to find out more. 

Email admissions@shr.gdst.net or call 01743 494 038 

 

mailto:admissions@shr.gdst.net

